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In two separate decisions, Mexican courts ruled that Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán Loera can be
legally extradited to the US, bringing the notorious drug capo a step closer to facing justice in US
courts. The most recent ruling came from a federal district court (Juzgado Octavo de Distrito de
Procesos Penales Federales) in Mexico City on May 16.
The decision allows the extradition of Guzmán Loera to Texas to face charges of criminal
racketeering, drug trafficking, and conspiracy to import and distribute five kilograms or more of
cocaine and 1,000 kilograms or more of marijuana. Guzmán Loera, the head of the Sinaloa cartel,
also faces charges of money laundering, murder, and possession of firearms, said the Consejo de la
Judicatura Federal (CJF), which announced the decision by the federal district court.
Mexican authorities recaptured Guzmán Loera in January (SourceMex, Jan. 20, 2016), after he made
a daring escape from El Altiplano federal penitentiary in México state in July 2015 (SourceMex, July
15, 2015). The drug capo had served more than a year at El Altiplano following his original arrest in
Sinaloa state in February 2014 (SourceMex, Feb. 26, 2014).
The decision by the Juzgado Octavo de Distrito de Procesos Penales Federales followed an earlier
ruling by Judge Adrián Rivera López of the Juzgado Tercero de Distrito de Procesos Penales
Federales in Mexico City on May 6 that the extradition could proceed.
In his ruling, Rivera López said US authorities had complied with all the requirements to request
the extradition.
The court decisions in Mexico are a response to the indictment filed by the Western District of the
Texas Federal Court against Guzmán, and to an extradition request filed by the US Federal District
Court of Southern California, based in San Diego. Prosecutors at federal courts in New York, San
Diego, Miami, New Hampshire, and Chicago have also secured indictments against Guzmán Loera.
If a decision is made to send Guzmán Loera to the US, Mexican authorities would have to decide
which US jurisdiction would apply. Mexico’s foreign ministry (Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores,
SRE) had 20 working days to make a decision on whether to extradite Guzmán Loera for each of the
two cases. The West Texas and Southern California judicial districts are the most likely destinations
for El Chapo, since the two Mexican court rulings in May were a response to requests from district
courts in the two US locations.
The US had filed multiple requests for Guzmán Loera’s extradition, including one just before the
escape from El Altiplano (SourceMex Feb. 18, 2015).

El Chapo transferred to penitentiary in Ciudad Juárez
After the May 6 ruling, authorities transferred Guzmán Loera to a federal penitentiary in Ciudad
Juárez. The transfer, which occurred late at night, led to widespread speculation in the Mexican
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media that the Sinaloa cartel leader had been moved because of security concerns or as a first step to
possible extradition.
Mexican authorities, however, explained the move as a routine transfer to allow prison officials
to implement security upgrades at El Altiplano. Other federal sources said the transfer was a
security strategy to rotate prisoners among different facilities. A public safety official told the daily
newspaper Milenio that 7,400 prisoners had been moved around the country as part of this strategy.
Some observers said safety considerations were paramount in moving Guzmán Loera to that facility.
“The Juárez penitentiary is a jail that is very well managed,” columnist Jorge Fernández Menéndez
wrote in the daily newspaper Excélsior.
Fernández Menéndez said Eduardo Guerrero Durán, who serves as commissioner for prevention
and readaptation for the interior ministry (Secretaría de Gobernación, SEGOB), might have played a
significant role in choosing to move Guzmán Loera to the Juárez site.
“[Interior Secretary] Miguel Ángel Osorio Chong designated Guerrero Durán to his current post
following El Chapo Guzmán’s escape,” said Fernández Menéndez. “He was selected for the position
precisely because of his work managing the prison system in Chihuahua.”
Guzmán Loera’s legal team tried unsuccessfully to prevent the transfer to Juárez. “The instruction
that [Guzmán] gave us was to do everything possible to return him back to México state,” said José
Refugio Rodríguez Núñez, a lawyer for the drug capo.

Legal team prepares for extradition
Rodríguez Núñez and other members of Guzmán Loera’s legal team have taken aggressive
measures to oppose El Chapo’s extradition to the US. However, they view the transfer to the prison
in Juárez as a sign that an extradition might be imminent. Others agree with this premise.
“The move to the penitentiary in Juárez … is a decisive step to move forward on the extradition of
the head of the Sinaloa cartel to the US,” said Fernández Menéndez. “Of course, all legal procedures
must be exhausted. However, even President Peña Nieto has acknowledged that his administration
will try to extradite him as soon as possible. That moment could come any time this summer.”
The likelihood of an extradition has prompted a slight change of strategy for Guzmán Loera’s legal
team, which is now considering a way to negotiate the terms of a turnover to US authorities if two
current appeals to prevent the extradition are not successful. One of those two appeals to halt an
extradition is before a court in Juárez (Juzgado Sexto de Distrito).
According to Rodríguez Núñez, a major task if the extradition goes through is to find appropriate
legal representation in the US to coordinate El Chapo’s defense in US courts.
Even though extradition appears likely, there are some voices who advocate that Guzmán Loera
be tried in Mexico before he is sent to the US. “I am among those who believe that Guzmán Loera
should be processed and sentenced in Mexico, and then extradited to the US,” news commentator
Joaquín López-Dóriga wrote in a column in Milenio
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